SUBJECT: Region 6 Environnmental Justice Annual Report "WbrKking
Toward Sol utions”

FROM Sanmuel Col eman, P.E., Director
Conmpl i ance Assurance and
Enf or cenent Di vi si on (6EN)

TO Clarice Gaylord, Director
O fice of Environnmental Justice

| am pl eased to provide the attached 1996 annual report of
Region 6 Environnmental Justice activities "Wrking Toward
Solutions”. Region 6 has been involved in a wi de array of
activities that touch the boundaries of environnental justice.
Qur collective efforts to address the issue of environnental
justice have many varied approaches--from devel opnent of interna
deci si on- maki ng processes for inplenenting EJ to those actions
that take place in the field including conmunity outreach and
assi stance, facility inspections, etc.

In 1996, the Region concentrated significant efforts into a
relatively short tinmeframe toward the devel opnent and
i npl enentation of the first Environmental Justice Enforcenent
Roundtable in Region 6. W view this as one of our greatest 1996
acconpl i shnents in Environnmental Justice, however, many ot her
activities and acconplishnents were achieved as well. This
report highlights only a few of the many EJ initiatives in Region
6. Region 6 commtnents in EJ mssion areas indicated in the
Envi ronnental Justice Inplenentation Plan are addressed.

| f you have questions regarding this report, please contact
me at (214) 665-2110 or Shirley Augurson, Environnental Justice
Coordi nator at (214) 665-7401.

Attachnment s



Envi ronmental Justice |Inplenentation Plan
M ssi on Areas

**| ., Public Participation, Accountability, Partnerships,
Qutreach, and Conmuni cation with stakehol ders

1. Health and Envi ronnental Research

**[11. Data Collection, Analysis, and Stakehol der Access to
Public Information

| V. Anerican Indian, Al aska native and | ndi genous
Envi ronnental Protection

**V. Enforcenent, Conpliance Assurance and Regul atory Revi ew

**Denot es Region 6 conm tnent areas



"WORKI NG TOMRD SCOLUTI ONS"
REG ON 6
1996 Environnental Justice Report

M ssion Area: Public Participation, Accountability,
Part nershi ps, Qutreach and Conmmuni cation with St akehol ders

Key Efforts:

Region 6 commitnents under the EJ I nplementation Plan included
the foll owi ng:

b. Wrk with Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation (LPBF) on
education and outreach activities in the Basin regarding
wat er shed protection and | ake restoration. Young children in
mnority communities have limted opportunity to | earn about,
visit or enjoy the Lake. The Foundation and the U S. Fish and
WIldlife Service co-sponsor a nature canp for youth from New
Oleans inner-city areas. The event allows children to
participate in environnental and educational activities focusing
on the Lake. OQher activities include: working with teachers in
devel opi ng curriculunms about the basin's environnmental issues;
field trips for students to the canal punping stations and to the
Lake; and field trips to New Ol eans area nature centers.

ACCOVPL| SHVENTS:

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation’s Education/ Qutreach
Prograns have been ongoing for four years. Sone exanples of the
program acconpl i shnents are

- Presented information to school groups(el ementary through
col |l ege); professional and civic associations.

- Sponsored 8 wetland educati on workshops for teachers; 20
t hree- day workshops at Turtle Cove Environnmental Research
Station; workshops at teacher conferences such as Loui si ana
Sci ence teachers Associ ation convention and Loui si ana

Envi ronnent al Educati on Synposi um annual m ni-workshops at
teacher in-services in Jefferson, Oleans, and St. Tamany
Pari shes.

- Conducted field trips for students, teachers and others
(usually no nore than 35 people per trip) to Ol eans and
Jef ferson punping stations for urban runoff, wetlands field



trips to St. Bernard, St. Charles and Tangi pahoa Pari shes;
and, northshore river field trips.

- Conduct ed devel opment and distribution of education
mat eri als including fact sheets, newsletters, two videos,
and the “Lessons on the Lake” Educator’s Cuide.

M ssion Area: Public Participation, Accountability, Partnerships,
Qutreach:; and conmuni cation with Stakehol ders (conti nued)

- Provided research assistance to students and teachers: we
have sent out hundreds of educational packets for research
projects related to the Pontchartrai n Basin.

- Devel oped and sponsored "Canal Watch" student nonitoring
program 33 schools have participated in this year-|ong
program

- Sponsored Bayou Sauvage Eco-canp for inner-city children:
over 200 inner-city children experienced the wetlands for
the first tinme though week-1ong sunmer prograns sponsored by
the LPBF and the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service.

- Provided information to thousands of area citizens
regardi ng the Basin's environnental challenges during area
festivals.

- Conducted an annual bookcover contest (last year we had
540 entrants) and distribution of 100,000 bookcovers to
school s each year for the past three years.

- Provided 18 small grants to schools at a maxi num of
$500/ cl ass to provide for year-long progranms that focus on
t he Pontchartrain Basin.

- Provided grants to other organi zations such as the
Loui si ana Sci ence Teachers Association and the Loui siana
Envi ronnent al Education I nteragency Committee for
educational projects in the Basin.

O her Region 6 acconplishnents under the Public Participation
m ssi on_area incl ude:

1 Envi ronnental Justice Enforcenent Roundtable - In
conjunction with NEJAC and EPA, O fice of Environnental



Justice, Region 6 hosted the first Environnmental Justice
Enf orcenent Roundtable in San Antoni o, Texas on October 17-
19. The two and a half day neeting included a bus tour of
selected sites in EJ conmunities, a training session, panel
di scussions and smal | -group break-out sessions. At the
request of community |eaders, Federal officials met with
comunity representatives in three small-group sessions to
di scuss issues and concerns. The roundtabl e was well
attended by stakehol ders from grass-roots comunity groups,
envi ronnment al organi zati ons, academ a, industry, Tribal and
State governnent representatives. This event proved to be
an excellent opportunity for all parties to share
information and initiate comruni cations for constructive

pr obl em sol vi ng.

M ssion Area: Public Participation, Accountability,

Part nershi ps, Qutreach and Conmnuni cation with Stakehol ders

(conti nued)

Training - Deep South Center for Environmental Justice
Synposi um - Through an initiative partially funded through
an EJ grant, the Deep South Center for Environmental Justice
hosted an Environnental Justice Synposium on Novenber 1 & 2,
1996 in New Ol eans, Louisiana. The training "Building
Part ner shi ps for Enpowernent through Training”, provided
useful information to attendees regardi ng environnental
issues in EJ coomunities. A noving address was presented by
t he

key-note speaker, Dr. MIdred Md ain, of Savannah, Ceorgi a.
This was an excell ent exanple of community outreach and
trai ni ng.

EJ Small grant & CUP grant awards - The Regi on awarded 16 EJ
grants totaling $300,000 for activities in Region 6 EJ
communities. These grant projects serve as vehicles for
community outreach and support of EJ initiatives.

Two Region 6 universities, Xavier University and University
of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), received funding via the
headquarters Community/ Uni versity Partnership Program
Xavier wll study and anal yze | ead exposure in Loui si ana.
UTEP wi Il focus on community enpowernent through educati on,
training and community participation in the decision-nmaking
processes

Kennedy Hei ghts, Houston, Texas - The Regi on continues its
efforts to review docunents, sanples, etc., presented



separately by Kennedy Heights residents and their | egal
advi sor and Chevron/ Gul f.

| ssues in the case include, (1) Determning if these wastes
are excluded fromregul ati on under CERCLA; (2) Determ ning
if there is imm nent and substantial endangernent to health.
The Region is in regular contact wwth TRC, TRC i s pursuing
this conplaint and is attenpting to resolve it under its

| egal authorities.

RSR Lead Snelter Site Tour and Meeting - At the request of

Ri chard Moore of the Sout hwest Network for Environnmental and
Econom ¢ Justice and Reverend R T. Conley, EPA officials
met with West Dallas residents in |ate Septenber. The

pur pose of the nmeeting was to clarify EPA's position on
several key issues of concern, including relocation,
recontam nation during clean-up operations, long-termhealth
care and enpl oynent opportunities for residents related to
cl ean-up activities.

M ssi on Area: Public Participation, Accountability,

Part nershi ps, Qutreach and Communi cation with Stakehol ders

(conti nued)

Prior to the neeting, Deputy Regional Adm nistrator, Jerry
Cifford, Superfund and Enforcenent Division Drectors,
Myron Knudson and Sam Col eman, and EPA staff toured the site
wi th Moore and Conley. EPA officials who attended the
meeting included, TimFields, OSVER Deputy AA, Jerry
Cifford, Myron Knudson and Superfund programstaff. (The
nmeeti ng and agenda was coordi nated by the EJ Coordi nator who
was away fromthe office on a famly energency the day of
the neeting.) The neeting went well and positive reactions
were received fromthe residents.

The Regi on 6 EPA Conpliance Assurance and Enforcenent
Division participated in the Korean Dry C eani ng Associ ation
July nmeeting held at the Harvey Suites Hotel in Dallas,
Texas. The neeting was attended by approximately 100
menbers of the Association. EPA discussed Conpliance

Assi stance available to Dry Cleaners to achi eve conpliance
with the federal requirenents for this industry. A
representative of the Dallas Small Business Techni cal



Assi stance Program for Dry C eaners (funded by EPA) was
invited to participate in the presentation.

STATE/ COWUNI TY PARTNERSHI PS:

Radon testing and mtigation assistance is being inplenented
for | owincone housing. The New Mexi co Environnent al
Departnent (NMED) is using State I ndoor Radon G ant funds
for a project to reduce radon risk in | owinconme housing.
The NVMED devel oped this project as a cooperative effort with
t he New Mexi co Energy and M nerals Departnent (NVEMD), which
is the state organi zation that oversees a programto

weat heri ze | owi ncone hones.

ACCOWVPLI| SHVENTS:

- Provide training to | owincone residents regardi ng radon.
- Distribute radon test kits for in-hone testing.

- Provide mtigation supplies.

- Provide funding for the cost of | abor.

- Provide technical assistance to residents.

- Contract with [ocal non-profit groups for conpletion of
wor K.

SUCCESS:

This project provided information that will address a | ocal
probl em that many | owincone residents were not aware of.
In addition, after nmaking the residents aware of the

probl em provisions were made to provide funding, test kits
and mitigation |abor support to correct the problem This
was a cooperative community effort that strengthened or
establ i shed partnerships with |ocal non-profit groups
wor ki ng to address these community environnental issues in
| owi ncone areas.

OQUTREACH - DELEGATED STATE PROGRAMS

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Ml tiyear
Wor kpl an for the FY 1997/1998/ 1999 83011 State Grants
contai ns EPA' s expectations regardi ng environnental justice



in very explicit language . The Wrkplan in each of the 5
Region 6 states outlines environnmental justice objectives,
performance neasures, and activity nmeasures as foll ows:

Qoj ective: The State will eval uate environnent al
justice activities related to the RCRA program and
its potential inpact on the aged, ethnically, and
econom cal | y di sadvant aged.

Perf ormance Measure: The State shoul d encourage
participation by all segnments of the affected
community in permtting, policy, and regul ation
devel opment matters.

Activity Measure: The State should: 1) identify
sites for areas that raise environnental justice
i ssues; 2) address environnmental justice in the
public participation process; and, 3) address
environmental justice issues in the corrective
action cl eanups.

M ssi on Area: Heal th and Environnental Research

Region 6 had no commtnents under this area. The Reqi on provided
fundi ng assi stance for conpletion of the follow ng:

TULANE MEDI CAL CENTER STUDY "Hazardous Environmental Chemi cal
Exposure in a Disproportionately Inpacted Mnority and

Under served Popul ati on of Loui siana: A Community-Based
Environnental Equity Denonstration Project”

In 1994, Region 6 awarded a grant to Tul ane Medical Center to
conduct a study of hazardous environnental chem cal exposure in
environnmental justice comunities. In July, 1996 Tul ane
submtted the final project report.

The final report overview indicates that the primry purpose
of this community-based research effort was to devel op a nodel to
enpower di sproportionately affected conmunities in addressing
hazar dous exposures through coll aborative efforts with health
care providers, researchers and industry.

ACCOVPLI SHVENTS:
- The project established partnershi ps between potenti al

i npacted community, health care providers and the
uni versity.



- Devl oped and inplenmented a hot-1ine questionnaire to
obtain study information fromparticipants. The
guestionnai re addressed perceived hazards, assessnent of
personal health risks, occurrences of cancer, mscarriages,
ot her health outcone, etc. 1In addition, the hot-Iline

provi ded a mechanismfor citizens to report perceived

envi ronnment al probl ens, such as waste, em ssions, and odors.

- Provided a community cancer profile using statistical
techniques to determine if the community experienced excess
nortality as conpared to the renmai nder of the state.

SUCCESS:

The project work involved close coordination with the comunity,
since the data-collection phase was | argely dependent on
community participation. The education and outreach approach
proved to be beneficial in keeping the community infornmed.

Col | aborative efforts of Tul ane and Bayou Conprehensive Health
Clinic, a local health care provider, provided an opportunity to
work directly with patients, hot-line users and the health care
provi der to understand heal th issues encountered.

LESSONS LEARNED:

Communi ty support waned after an initial enthusiastic start-up.
There is belief that this may have been due to fear of
retribution fromindustry. |Industry has forned many partnerships
wi thin the conmunity, enploys many conmunity residents, and

provi des support and services to many conmunity activities.

Prior to initiating other studies, the community will be given a
period to reflect on it's commtnent to addressing environnental
concerns.



M ssi on Area: Data Coll ection, Analysis, and Stakehol der Access
to Public Information

Region 6 had the following commitnents in this area:

Key Efforts: |Inplenment ground water protection prograns through
the use of community volunteers. Retired Senior Vol unteer
Program (RSVP) nenbers conducted the contam nant source inventory
for the Well Head Protection Program (WHP). This project gained
nati onal and international attention, consequently, the effective
use of volunteers to inplenent ground water protection prograns
IS now conmon practice in several States. The D scovery Channel
featured the current University of Texas at El Paso's

i nt ergenerational Ameri Corps project using students and RSVP
menbers to conplete WHP activities in the Border area.

ACCOVPL| SHVENTS:

- Conducted foll owup contam nant source inventory for the
Cty of El Paso's 154 public water supply (PW5) wells. This
was acconplished using an intergenerational team of

Ameri Corps nenbers and Retired and Seni or Vol unteer Mentors.

- Devel oped a ground water protection outreach program for
presentation at El Paso m ddl e school s.

- Initiated devel opnent of a Geographic Information System
dat abase for the |ocal government decision-nmaking process.
Thi s dat abase contains accurate |ocation information on PW5
wel l's, delineated Well head Protection Areas and potenti al
contam nant sources within those areas.

- Presented the draft project report to a joint session of
the International Boundary and Water Conm ssion to docunent
the activities on the U S. side of the U S./Mxico border.

SUCCESS:

Region 6 views this project as a success because it effectively
addressed certain environnental issues in this largely Hi spanic
popul ated area. Due to the project's proximty to the U S.

Mexi co Border, both the United States and Mexi can governnents
realized benefits fromthe project. Valuable information is
reaped fromthe project to fill data gaps regardi ng groundwater
and public water supplies. This data will assist in the

devel opnment of effective Well Head Protection initiatives.



Thi s project denonstrates how the conmunity can becone invol ved
in inmplenmenting |local environnental protection prograns. Another
plus is the effective use of intergenerational volunteers from
RSVP and Aneri corps.

M ssi on Area: Data Coll ection, Analysis, and Stakehol der Access
to Public Informati on (conti nued)

O her Region 6 acconplishnent under the Data Col |l ection m ssion
area incl ude:

! UTI LI ZATION OF G S AND CENSUS DATA FOR EJ AREA
| DENTI FI CATI ON:

The Geographical Information Systens (@S) and the 1990
Census data is utilized in various areas of Region 6 program
operations. One specific use of this information is to
identify installations with environmental justice concerns
for facilities designated for closure or realignnment under
the Base Cl osure and Real i gnnent Acts (BRAC) of 1988 and
1990.

ACCOWVPL| SHVENTS:

- Inplementation of outreach progranms in inpacted
envi ronmental justice comunities.

- I nvol vement of community representatives in BRAC sites

t hrough participation on the Restoration Advisory Boards
(RABs), which have been established at each of the BRAC
bases in Region 6: Bergstrom Air Force Base, Eaker Air
Force Base, England Air Force Base, Dallas Naval Air
Station, Fort Chaffee, Fort Wngate, Kelly Air Force Base,
Red River Arny Depot, and Reese Air Force Base.



M ssion Area: Anerican |Indian, Al aska native, and |ndi genous

Envi ronnental Protection

Region 6 had no commtnents under this area. The follow ng
activities were acconplished:

AGREEMENT NEGOTI ATED ON TENNECO' SAC AND FOX CASE:

In a lawsuit brought by the Department of Justice on behal f
of the EPA, the Departnment of Interior and the Sac and Fox
Nation all egations were nade that saltwater flooding and
failure to properly plug and abandon the wells contam nated
the Sac and Fox Nation's groundwater and surface | ands,
destroyi ng vegetation and ot her natural resources, including
the Nation's pecan grove. Tribal nenbers began to notice a
deterioration of the quality of the Nation's drinking water
in the 1950s and 1960s. In the 1970s, the Nation began to
pipe in clean water frommles away for donestic tribal use.
In recent years, the Nation's econom c devel opnent pl ans
have been stym ed by the | ack of an adequate water supply.

On Decenber 23, 1996, Tenneco G| Conpany agreed to build a
new wat er systemfor the Sac and Fox Nation to resol ve

al l egations that the conpany polluted the groundwater of the
Nation through years of faulty oil drilling and production
practices.

ACCOWVPL| SHVENTS:

- Under the agreenent, Tenneco will provide a pernmanent
supply of potable water to the Nation by constructing water
supply wells and delivery systens on at |east 120 acres of
| and to be purchased by Tenneco.

- The Sac and Fox Tribe will receive the deed to the | and.
Thi s deed agreenent, which will apply to have the | and taken
in trust by the federal governnent, and added to the
reservation

- Tenneco will install a water recovery systemon the Deep
Fork River, which crosses tribal |ands of the Sac and Fox
Nation, allowng the Nation to irrigate its |ands and
devel op a farm ng econony.

- The conpany will also reforest a pecan grove and restore
an area of tribal |and danaged by years of oil and gas
retrieval, and pay the Nation $1.16 million in conpensation
for the contam nation. Under the agreenent, the Nation wl|



spend about $75,000 of Tenneco's paynment to restore
addi tional areas of the reservation that were damaged by oi
production, including the renoval of abandoned oil field
equi pnent and the clean up of existing oil wells.
CONTACT: Bill Davis (214/665-7536), Ron Van Wk (214/665-6459),
or Carlos Zequeira-Brinsfield (214/665-8053)

M SSI ON AREA: Enf orcenent, Conpliance Assurance and Requl atory
Revi ew

KEY EFFORTS:
| ssue grants to the Texas O fice of the Attorney GCeneral
Strike Force and the New Mexico Attorney Ceneral's office in
support of enforcenment actions being taken by the Attorneys
CGeneral agai nst col oni as devel opers who are in violation of
State laws, as related to infrastructure in Texas col oni as.

ACCOVPLI| SHVENTS:
Col oni as are severely distressed, rural, residential
devel opnments along the U.S./Mexico border that are
characterized by substandard housing, |ack of paved roads,
and i nadequate or no water and wastewater facilities. These
subst andard devel opnents began to devel op al ong the border
during the 1980s, and by 1995, there were 1,436 col onias
identified in Texas.

Because of recent efforts, the magjority of colonias are now
receiving drinking water from public water systens, however,
there still over 200 col onias that are not being served.

The sanitary conditions at colonias are still affected by
the | ack of proper sewage treatnent and di sposal systens.

To deal with this problem colonias residents have been
forced to install pit privies, cess pools, or septic tank
syst ens.

These installations are often on very small lots in close
proximty to shallow water wells which are used for drinking
or ot her househol d purposes. These sewage di sposal
practices lead to contam nation of the ground water in the
area. The substandard conditions at these devel opnents pose
a serious health and safety risk to the residents of the

bor der region.

To address the problens existing at col onias, a partnership
was formed between the US EPA Region 6 (Conpliance Assurance
and Enforcenent Division), US EPA Headquarters, US

Departnent of Justice (DQJ) and Texas O fice of the Attorney



Ceneral. The energency powers under Section 1431 of the
Safe Drinking Water Act will be used to take an enforcenent
action, either an Admnistrative Order or a Cvil Referral
to DQJ, against the devel opers.

- Awarded $315,000 to the Texas Ofice of Attorney General
(OQAG in support of the OQAG s Colonias Strike Force.

- OCAG investigators and attorneys continued to work cl osely
on case investigation and prosecution.

M ssion Area: Enforcenment, Conpliance Assurance and Requl atory
Revi ew (conti nued)

- In addition to nunerous ongoi ng cases, five cases are in
litigation; and four cases under investigation.

- Ongoing coordination with various | ocal governnent
of ficials continues.

The followi ng are exanples of cases in litigation or i nves
tigat
i on:

- A law suit brought against a devel oper alleging violations
of subdivision platting requirenments and viol ati ons of the
Texas Deceptive Trade Practices Act in the sale of |and.

- Alaw suit filed against several county officials for
their failure to enforce the state subdivision | ans and
rul es designed to stop the spread of colonias. The State
al so sued a | ocal devel oper whose deficient subdivision
"plat” was illegally approved by the county.

- One case involves a fornerly-married couple who were
devel opers of a small unpl atted subdi vi si on which | acked
wat er and sewer. The goal is have the defendant help the
county pay for either the eventual fix-up of the colonia
(platting, and provision of water and sewer |ines and paved
streets and drainage) or the relocation of the residents.

Col onia Case in El Paso, Texas

After extensive research and several inspections and sanpling of
various colonias in the Rio G ande Valley and the El Paso area,
Region 6 (through Headquarters) referred the devel opers of a
colonia, Cuna del Valle, in the El Paso area to DQJ for civil



action in Septenber 1995. EPA headquarters referral was in
Novenber 1995. After several discussions and neetings between
EPA, DQJ and various experts and several trips to the col onia,
DQJ proceeded with the case. On Decenber 27, 1996, DQJ issued an
Executive Order Letter informng the respondent that DQJ was in
the process of filing a case against the devel opers. The

conpl aint, however has not been filed by DQJ. During the week of
January 20, 1997, an introductory and prelimnary settl enent
nmeeti ng took place between the attorneys for the Respondents and
EPA and DQJ. Further discussions are taking place that wll
hopefully result in a settlenent.

CONTACT/ TELEPHONE NUMBER: José G Rodriguez (6EN-WP) 665-8087
Renea Ryl and (6EN-LW 665-2130
Velma Smith (6WQ) 665-7153

M ssi on Area: Enforcenent, Conpliance Assurance and Requl atory
Revi ew (conti nued)

In addition to the acconplishnents above, the foll ow ng actions
were conpleted or initiated in the Enforcenent m ssion area:

Enforcenent Efforts - actions are underway to further
research and resol ve issues raised during the Enforcenent
Roundt abl e:

| NSPECTI ONS:

Two facilities in urban San Antoni o, Texas, reportedly

i npacting high Potential Environnmental Justice |Index areas,
were sel ected and i nspected by EPA personnel on Decenber 17,
1996, for potential violations of regulations of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). The
facilities are located in east San Antoni o, near the
intersection of 1-410 and 1-10.

GM TRADI NG CORPCORATION, (GV), is a sheepskin tannery that
processes hides received by truck fromlowa, and forwards
the prepared skins to their Maquiladora facility, PROCESSOS
GMS. A DE CV., for |eather product manufacture. The
tanni ng process involves washing, treating in multiple pH



controll ed baths with mnor additions of tri-valent chrom um
for pH stability, then rewashing with | arge vol unmes of

chl orinated, high sulfur well water. Any hazardous waste
generated at the property is nmanifested off-site for proper
di sposal

It was reported by the Conmpany President that no Citizen
conpl aints have been received by the facility since they
started chlorinating their high sulfur well water. The
TNRCC al so mai ntai ns an environnmental presence at the
facility, with no citations issued.

KOCH SAN ANTONI O PRODUCTS TERM NAL (KOCH) is a public

term nal dispensing |large, truckload lots of liquid
petrol eum products into custoner tank trucks. The fenced,
control |l ed access facility consists of several |arge storage
tanks, properly bernmed to contain any spill event, with
multiple, fully automated tank truck | oadi ng docks, equi pped
with vapor collection return systens and safety shut-off
controls for over-fill. Collected vapors that are not
returned to the process are burned in a state permtted
conmbustor on-site.

The TNRCC al so mai ntains environnental presence at this
facility, with no citations issued.

M ssi on Area: Enforcenent, Conpliance Assurance and Requl atory

Revi ew (conti nued)

There was no di scernable odor, noise, or traffic congestion
in the vicinity. The facility is located in an open area of
light industrial, comercial, |ow density ol der housing,
schools, fast food outlets, with a balanced m x of
ethnicities noted.

Region 6 EJ Workgroup initiatives - The Region 6 workgroup
recently conpleted work to draft a regional EJ Strategy

| mpl enment ation process. Included in the strategy is the
devel opment of a nore-defined structure and inplenentation
protocol for the Regional EJ Program internal EJ training
and grant-witing training for comunities.

LEGAL SUPPORT TO PROGRAMS

- The O fice of Regional Counsel (ORC) has provided | egal



support and counselling on environnental justice issues
within the various Region 6 Divisions (i.e. Miltinedia
Pl anning and Permtting and Conpliance Assurance and
Enf or cenent Divi sions) on a case-by-case basis.

More specifically, ORC has been involved with the Region's
Water Quality Program and the Departnent of Justice in
pending litigation filed by Mdthers Organized to Stop

Envi ronnental Sins (MOSES) and ot hers agai nst EPA, for EPA's
May 17, 1995, proposed approval of a nodification to the
Anmeri can Ecol ogy Environnental Services, Inc. (Anerican

Ecol ogy) existing no mgration exenption. Approval of this
nodi fication would all ow American Ecol ogy to add a second
Class | hazardous waste injection well near Wnona, Texas.

On an as need basis, provide |egal counsel to the EJ

Coordi nator on matters such as the Kennedy Hei ghts (Houston,
Texas). Kennedy Heights is a predom nately African-Anerican
community in Houston, Texas that alleges contam nation of
the soils and groudwater from past operating practices of
Chevron and Gulf Ol Conpanies. In the case of Kennedy

Hei ghts, ORC participated in neetings involving industry and
comunity representatives to review data coll ected by both
sides and to listen and interpret argunents posed.



APPENDI X

FUNDED REA ON 6 PRQJIECTS:

Current/ Ongoi ng EJ/ P2 Grants

1 Puebl o of Poj oaque
PJ 996502-01-0 (FY 95 - $80, 000)

Project: Environmental Justice and Devel opnent Center
Proj ect Period being extended to 01/31/97

This project proposes to establish an Environnental Justice and
Devel opnent Center as an education institution to provide

sem nars, workshops, and certification trainings essential to
prograns for environnental pollution prevention. The planis to
the utilize the Center to produce conprehensive Environnental
Policy for the Puebl o and nei ghboring communities in the | ong
termas well as address particular pollution prevention problens
t hat need i mmedi ate resol ution.

1 Puebl o of Jenez
PJ 996494-01-0 (FY 95 - $50, 000)

Project: Fireplace Inserts Loan Program
Project period extended to 03/31/97

The Jenmez Puebl o has a docunented preval ence of asthma that
affects a significant nunber of adults and children. Economc
and historical conditions have |ead to the construction of hones
in the Pueblo utilizing mud and adobe as well as wood burning
fireplaces as their source of heating.

This project will provide education on asthma and its
relationship to air pollution, provide information on alternative
heati ng sources with an enphasis on fireplace inserts which neet
EPA standards and provide grants or subsidies to those famlies
who wish to install a fireplace insert based on incone criteria.
This will directly address at |east one-third of the possible
pol l ution sources that are generating this high incidence of
asthma in the Jenez Pueblo. Docunentation of results will be
coordinated with the Jenez Health Departnment and IHS dinic

1 Dal l as County Community College, Bill J. Priest Institute
PJ 996493-01-0 (FY 95 - $80, 000)



Project: Small Business Assistance through DCCD s North
Texas Smal | Busi ness Center

Project Period extended to 06/30/97

The goal of this project is to institutionalize P2 nethods to
i nprove the environnmental quality of mnority and | owincone
business in affected communities in the Cty of Dall as.

The foll ow ng objectives are designed to acconplish this goal:

1. Educate 200 mnority-owned, snmall business within the
af fected communities on P2;

2. Provide 100 businesses with technical assistance on the
use of P2 net hods;

3. Provide one-on-one counseling to these businesses.

Zion Travell ers Baptist Church
PJ 996525-01-0 (FY 95 - $30, 000)

Project: Reducing Air Toxics in a Mnority Conmunity
Project Period extended to 3/30/97

The project wll inplenment an anbient air nonitoring systemin
M. Ary-Garyville-Lions ares. Such a systemw || allow the
group to advance efforts to attain environnental justice and
assi st the industrial neighbors in achieving their p2 goals.
This will enpower the comrunity by providing the resources
necessary to independently confirmthe anbient air quality.
Monitoring results will provide a factual basis in which to

di scuss concerns associated with local quality of life issues.

1 Nati onal Center for Appropriate Technol ogi es
X-825321-01-0 (FY 96 - $236, 442)

Project: Projecta Por Agricultura Sostenible
Project Period: 10/1/96 - 9/30/98

This project seeks to reduce the exposure of Hi spanic-American
farmfamlies and farmworkers in the Texas Panhandle to
hazardous agriculture chem cals by increasing their know edge and
ability to adopt sustainable agriculture nethods in their farm
oper at i ons.



Puebl o of Poj oaque
PJ 996502-01-0 (FY 95 - $80, 000)

Project: Environmental Justice and Devel opnent Center
Project Period being extended to 01/31/97

Thi s project proposes to establish an Environnental Justice and
Devel opnment Center as an education institution to provide

sem nars, workshops, and certification trainings essential to
prograns for environnental pollution prevention.

The plan is to the utilize the Center to produce conprehensive
Environnental Policy for the Puebl o and nei ghboring comunities
inthe long termas well as address particular pollution
prevention probl ens that need inmedi ate resol ution.

1 Puebl o of Jenez
PJ 996494-01-0 (FY 95 - $50, 000)

Project: Fireplace Inserts Loan Program
Project period extended to 03/31/97

The Jenez Puebl o has a docunented preval ence of asthnma that
affects a significant nunber of adults and children. Economc
and historical conditions have lead to the construction of hones
in the Pueblo utilizing mud and adobe as well as wood burning
fireplaces as their source of heating.

This project will provide education on asthnma and its
relationship to air pollution, provide information on alternative
heati ng sources with an enphasis on fireplace inserts which neet
EPA standards and provide grants or subsidies to those famlies
who wish to install a fireplace insert based on incone criteria.

This will directly address at |east one-third of the possible
pol lution sources that are generating this high incidence of
asthma in the Jenmez Pueblo. Docunentation of results will be

coordinated with the Jenez Health Departnment and IHS Cinic

| Dal | as County Community College, Bill J. Priest Institute
PJ 996493-01-0 (FY 95 - $80, 000)

Project: Small Business Assistance through DCCD s North
Texas Smal | Busi ness Center
Project Period extended to 06/30/97

The goal of this project is to institutionalize P2 nmethods to
i nprove the environnmental quality of mnority and | owincone



business in affected communities in the City of Dallas. The
foll ow ng objectives are designed to acconplish this goal

1. Educate 200 m nority-owned, small business within the
af fected communities on P2;

2. Provide 100 businesses with technical assistance on the
use of P2 net hods;

3. Provide one-on-one counseling to these businesses.

Zion Travell ers Baptist Church
PJ 996525-01-0 (FY 95 - $30, 000)

Project: Reducing Air Toxics in a Mnority Conmunity
Project Period extended to 3/30/97

The project wll inplenment an anbient air nonitoring systemin
M. Airy-Garyville-Lions ares. Such a systemw || allow the
group to advance efforts to attain environnental justice and
assi st the industrial neighbors in achieving their p2 goals.
This will enpower the comrunity by providing the resources
necessary to independently confirmthe anbient air quality.
Monitoring results will provide a factual basis in which to

di scuss concerns associated with local quality of life issues.

1 Nati onal Center for Appropriate Technol ogi es
X-825321-01-0 (FY 96 - $236, 442)

Project: Projecta Por Agricultura Sostenible
Project Period: 10/1/96 - 9/30/98

This project seeks to reduce the exposure of Hi spanic-American
farmfamlies and farmworkers in the Texas Panhandle to
hazardous agriculture chem cals by increasing their know edge and
ability to adopt sustainable agriculture nethods in their farm
oper at i ons.

EJ/ P2 Gants - Conpl eted

1 New Ol eans Youth Action Corps
PJ 996501-01-0 (FY 95 - $80,000) PRQIECT COVWPLETED 9/ 96

Project: Education Qutreach P2 Program Educating Low | nconme
and Mnorities

The m ssion of this project is to educate |lowincone and mnority
residents of netropolitan New Ol eans about stormwater runoff,



its effect, and nethods of prevention. Education wll include
how participation in such a process will benefit individuals and
communities. Education nmethods include presentations to school
children, educational brochures distributed to nei ghborhoods,
and stenciling stormdrains ("Dunp No Waste. Drains to Lake")

| G eater Laredo Devel opnment Cor poration
PJ 996495-01-0 (FY 95 - $80, 000) PRQIECT COVPLETED 9/ 96

Project: EJ/P2 Comrunity Education and Smal| Busi ness
Assi st ance

Grantee, in cooperation with other |ocal organizations, wll
provi de education and training of Laredo's trade-handling
community to prevent hazardous materials accidents before they
happen. The "outreach"” programincludes 1) Assistance to Trade
Handl i ng Smal | Busi ness Managers which focuses on the inportance
of haz mat prevention progranms, 2) Hazardous Materials training
for workers, which focusses on LCC haz mat cl asses designed for
freight forwarding workers. and 3) coordi nation of p2 prograns.
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